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Feb. 14th, 4:45 pm to 
8:30 pm, Valentine’s 
Dinner and a Movie, 
open to students and 
faculty, Haverhill cam- 
pus Hartleb Tech Center 
(Building TC), TC-103. 
Free for students, RSVP 
on NECC website 


Feb. 18th, NECC closed 
in observation of Presi- 
dent’s Day 


Feb. 19th, 9:30 am to 
10:15 am, Help for Stu- 
dents with and without 
ADHD. Lawrence cam- 
pus, El-Hefni Building 
(LC), Room LC301 


Feb. 19th, 4:30 pm to 
6:00 pm, Spring Athletic 
Open House, Haverhill 
Campus, Spurk Building 
(C), Lecture Hall A 


Feb. 26th, 12:30 pm to 
1:00 pm Haverhill Cam- 
pus, 1:00 pm to 1:30 pm 
Lawrence Campus, Free 
Farmer’s Market, up to 
25 pounds of fresh fruits 
and vegetables 


March 2nd, 10:00 am to 
12:00 pm, NECC Open 
House, Lawrence E]-Hef- 
ni Allied Health and 
Technology Center (LC) 


Vet Center lends a hand 


Photo by Brennan Cooney 


Whitney Scofield and John Washington pose in the NECC Veteran’s Service Center 


Center helps servicemen and women gain GI benefits 


By Eric Frepric 
Correspondent 


The NECC Veterans’ Cen- 
ter, located in room 214 of the 
main Student Center, is a valu- 
able on-campus resource for any 
NECC student who has served, 
or is serving, in the United States 
military. 

Here veteran students can re- 
ceive academic support, career 
and counseling services, and ac- 
cess to several tools that help vets 
navigate college life. 

The Veterans’ Center staff 
consists entirely of student vet- 
erans as well. John Washington, 
in the second week of his work- 
study at the Vet Center, is a 26 
year military veteran who served 
in the Army, Navy, and Air Force. 

For now, the Center oper- 
ates on a walk-in only basis, and 
Washington said he “assists vets, 
as they come in.” 

An NECC Business Manage- 
ment major, Washington spends 
the bulk of his workday helping 
veteran students obtain their cer- 


tificate of eligibility for their GI 
Bill benefits. 

The Montgomery and Post 
9/11 GI Bills guarantee Ameri- 
cans who have completed their 
service obligation to the military 
a full, free four-year university 
education, so long as the insti- 
tution is public, or is otherwise 
specifically sanctioned by the 
military. 

The Post 9/11 GI Bill also 
provides a housing allowance, so 


veterans can focus the majority of 


their energy on their education. 
Kyle Shaw, currently serving 
in the Massachusetts Air National 
Guard, and enrolled in the NECC 
police academy program, said he 
would not be able to attend school 


without his educational benefits. 

On the administrative side of 
the Vet Center, Whitney Scofield, 
a Hospitality and Tourism major, 
and Navy veteran, works with the 
Veterans’ Affairs Administration 
in Buffalo, NY to help narrow 
down exactly what monetary 
benefits student veterans are en- 
titled to. 

“There are a lot of different 
subsets to what veterans’ benefits 
could be, especially for educa- 
tion, as there are a lot of differ- 
ent chapters (specific benefit-plan 
selections)” and said that staff 
in the Vet Center are trained and 
well-versed in VA policy to better 
assist those who have served. 


Here veteran students can receive academic sup- 
port, career and counseling services, and access 
to several tools that help vets navigate college 
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Trump delivers a stately address 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Not once, but a few times 
bellows of “USA USA” echoed 
across the floor of Congress, 
at times with voices from both 
sides of the aisle. While this bi- 
partisan jubilance might easily 
be mistaken for a conciliatory 
moment, the State of the Union 
Address was the setting of the 
scene for a year of campaigning 
and highlighted conflicts that are 
sure to cut at the heart of cam- 
paigns on both sides. 

Such an article as this ought 
open with a caveat, I personally 
have supported the President, 
and still do. Now that my person- 
al opinion and bias is stated and 
obvious, my analysis of the Ad- 
dress will be, to the best of my 
ability, divorced from personal 
political opinion. This is about 
how ‘the President performed, 
and what I believe he is seek- 
ing to accomplish, and how this 
speech will impact the looming 
election season. 

President Trump’s speech was 
much longer than I expected. De- 

i 


spite not being an exceptionally 
eloquent orator, the address was 
well written and prepared. Given 
the speaker, off the cuff moments 
were probably inevitable and 
certainly discernible, but not too 
long or frequent to be cumber- 
some or distracting. 

The President did make sever- 
al overtures of unity, cooperation 
and bipartisanship, though not 
necessarily to appeal to his oppo- 
sition. Rather, I believe the Pres- 
ident’s aim was to show both 
the undecided center and uncon- 
vinced or disillusioned Republi- 
cans that he is able and willing 
to present a more diplomatic and 
political figure to the American 
people than his Twitter feed por- 
trays. This political positioning is 
President Trump looking to claim 
the role of the outstretched hand 
at the beginning of the election 
season. Many would consider this 
gesture long overdue, and even 
too late for more centrist Repub- 
licans, those not as entertained, 
perhaps, by the Twitter wars as 
Trump’s younger meme-mak- 
ing populist support. No matter 
if genuine or purely political, or 
what opinion receives this mes- 
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sage, it is a solid perception tac- 
tic, and may do much to unite the 
Republicans behind a single mes- 
sage and candidate. 

For all talk of bipartisan co- 
operation, Trump did not hold 
any punches against his far-left 
opposition. In no uncertain terms 
he declared to the Republican’s 
roaring approval that “America 
will never be a socialist coun- 
try.” Consistent with strategy that 
served him well during 2016, 
the President echoed his base as 
he stated that he did not believe 
these activists and politicians 
would have to live with the con- 
sequences of socialist econom- 
ics and open-borders policy the 
way the working class would. In 
employing the language and ar- 
guments of the layman, the pres- 
ident created an image of soli- 
darity with the blue-collar voter, 
which is sure to be effective with 
a large segment of his voter base. 

I have heard it many times 
stated that Trump is “a money 
President,” and he was sure to 
capitalize on this label by focus- 
ing intensely on economic suc- 
cesses of his administration thus 
far. In addition to the generation 
and return of manufacturing jobs 
and'‘a“rédent® ‘bodin ‘in’ invest- 
ment, Trump was sure to point 
out record female and minority 
employment, in order to turn the 
mainstream media narrative of 
his administration on its head. 

The President left the issue of 
late term abortions to the end, a 
topic which has been a consistent 
battleground between the fur- 
ther contingent of both wings of 
the political spectrum for a long 
time. The President’s appeal was 


OC __& 010 en alee 


... the State of the Union Address was the 
setting of the scene for a year of campaigning 
and highlighted conflicts that are sure to cut at 
the heart of campaigns on both sides. “ 


strongly worded and far from 
equally received across the aisle, 
leading me to speculate that top- 
ic will be a keystone subject for 
both sides going forward. 

Astonishingly, a CBS viewer 
poll rated 76% viewer approval 
of the speech, a decisive optics 
victory for the Republicans, and 
a thunderous opening salvo of the 
2020 election. 

This optics win arrives amidst 
a storm of controversy in the 
Democratic camp. I don’t want to 
stray too far from the topic of this 
piéce, but an aside is important to 
place this speech and it’s recep- 
tion in context. Virginia’s politi- 
cal establishment is in freefall as 
controversies mount, potentially 
threatening to flip the state red 
once ballots are cast. Candidate 
Elizabeth Warren’s nagging her- 
itage controversy is a spectre that 
will hang over her for the whole 
of the campaign, and will hamper 
and drive criticism of the entirety 
of the party should she win the 


DNC primary. Alexandria Oc- 
asio-Cortez’s Green New Deal 
is already exceedingly divisive, 
and may well be the crack in the 
ice that will cause Democratic 
schism. 

The State of the Union Ad- 
dress is a powerful tool to set the 
agenda and parade achievement 
before the American voter, and 
President Trump: delivered an 
effective speech that invigorated 
his existing support, and made a 
strong display of his administra- 
tion’s successes and strengths to 
the American public at large. 

The Address was well) re- 
ceived even by mainstream me- 
dia viewers. 

Should the Republicans con- 
geal around President Trump and 
present a common front, with a 
unifying message and popular 
platform, they will prove a fear- 
some opponent for an embattled 
and increasingly fragmented 
Democratic party. 


Roaming Reporter will return next 
issue 
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Super-Bored 


Record setting Super Bowl sets the record for being the dullest 


By ALEXIS FONTAINE 
Opinion Editor 


On Sunday, February 
3rd The New England Pa- 
triots and the Los Angeles 
Rams faced off in the 53rd 
annual Super Bowl. What 
was expected to be one of 
the most exciting games 
of the year turned out 
to be one of the slowest 
and most boring football 
games I’ve ever witnessed. 

While I am no football 
buff by any means, I watch 
it from time to time and 
know enough to get by, 
and knew enough about 
this game to know that I 
was UNINTERESTED. 

If you like defense over 
offense I suppose you 
might have found this 
game interesting, however 
the twitterverse and most 
NECC students feel the 
same; it was boring. And 
don’t even get us started 
on that halftime show... 

The first quarter proved 
to be the slowest of all 
with zero points on ei- 
ther side, and by the half- 
time there was only a field 
goal on The Patriots side 
for three points (despite 
a first missed field goal). 

As psychology ma- 
jor and NECC student 
Heather McGovern put 
it “It was long and drawn 
out. There were some re- 
ally boring periods with 
not a lot happening, and 
the half time show didn’t 
really make up for it.” 

Which takes us_ into 
the semi-interesting at 


It was long and drawn out. There were some really boring periods with not a lot happening. 
-Heather McGovern 


best half time show star- 
ring Maroon 5, _ Tra- 
vis Scott, and Big Boi. 

There was also an ap- 
pearance by  Sponge- 
bob Squarepants which 
while many fans begged 
for, felt was too short. 

One twitter user tweet- 
ing @juddbakertv “If that 
was supposed to be the @ 


SpongeBob tribute, I’m 
suing. #PepsiHalftime- 
Show  #PepsiHalftime.” 


It also erupted a second 
“nipplegate” over a shirt- 
less Adam Levine, with 
one NECC student Ros- 
ielis Herrera Berroa say- 
ing, “If it we compare it to 
what happened with Jan- 
et Jackson which wasn’t 
her fault, Adam Levine 
took his shirt off and was 
applauded and_ glorified, 
but Janet they banned 
which I feel is sexist.” 

Reactions to the half- 
time show were mixed (if 
we could really say that, 
most have been negative). 
Adam Levine, front man of 
Maroon 5, is aware of the 
negative reactions, calling 
out his critics by posting 


on Instagram “When we 
accepted the responsibility 
to perform at the SBHTS, 
I took out my pen and just 
wrote. Some of the words 
that came to me in that 
moment eventually made 
their way onto the incred- 
ible lanterns that flew high 
and low tonight,” it read. 
“We thank the universe for 
this historic opportunity to 
play on the world’s biggest 
stage. We thank our fans 
for making our dreams 
possible. And we thank our 
critics for always pushing 
us to do better. One Love.” 

This takes us into the 
third quarter of the lowest 
scoring Super Bowl ever. 

The only’ exciting 
thing to really happen 
in this quarter was that 
the Rams finally scored. 

Even if it was only a field 
goal, the Patriots couldn’t 
say much because that is 
all we scored, and the game 
was Officially tied again. 

As the game dragged 
on into the fourth quar- 
ter, things slightly picked 
up. The Patriots scored 
the first and only touch- 


down of the night, and 
a subsequent field goal, 
bringing their score to 
a whopping 13 points. 

Not everyone is as dis- 
appointed with this type 
of game play however, as 
Communications/Journal- 
ism student Carl Squatri- 
to put it best, “This year’s 
Super Bowl was definitely 
old school. To many peo- 
ple, I believe it isn’t what 
we normally see out of 
the modern game, but this 
game was hyped up to be 
‘who’s defense can step up 
on the biggest stage’ and 
while both teams kept both 
offenses quiet, the Patriots 
certainly did a better job. 
I personally had a blast 
watching it this year, from 
a statistical standpoint 
we’ve never had a Patri- 
ots defense play nearly as 
good on the biggest stage. 
We had a lot of unpop- 
ular guys become play- 
makers; fantastic game.” 

In the end you can’t deny 
that the Patriots did win 
the Super Bowl, and 12 re- 
cords were broken overall 
which is undeniably a feat. 
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Some of the records 
broken included oldest 
Starting QB: Winning 
Team (41) by Tom Brady. 

Most Appearanc- 
es Head Coach: (9) 
by Bill Belichick. 

Most Wins Head Coach: 
(6) by Bill Belichick. 

Oldest Winning 
Head Coach: (66) 
by Bill Belichick. 

Most Appearances: 
(11) by New England. 

Fewest Points: 
Both Teams (16). 

Fewest Points: Winning 
Team(13)by New England. 

Fewest Combined 
Touchdowns: Cy: 

A large congratulations 
goes out to the New En- 
gland Patriots for winning 
the 53rd Super Bowl and 
their sixth overall Super 
Bowl, all with titleholder 
Tom Brady leading the way. 


Even though it was 
to many, rather dull... 
it was record break- 


ing and a win after all. 
Would I rather have 
watchedsomethingelseand 
seen recaps afterwards? 
D ‘eb. <a thaabeimer. 


How Tyler ‘Ninja’ Blevins set the bar for pro gamers 


NECC students are embracing the world of video game competition 


By Cart SQUATRITO 


Correspondent 

Video games have for a long 
time been a great way to create 
separation from reality and gain 
entertainment. 

If you go back in the relative- 
ly short time that video games 
have been around, video games 
were meant to entertain. Shoot 
bad guys with your friends, solve 
puzzles, compete in various dif- 
ferent ways. There was a real- 
ly small group of players who 
aimed to take their video gaming 
skills to bigger stages by showing 
them on streaming platforms like 
Twitch and Youtube and compet- 
ing in real-life tournaments like 


Esports. 

These “streamers” eventu- 
ally saw growth in popularity 
from other players watching 
their streams, enlarging and 
strengthening this community 
of like-minded gamers and wel- 
coming more as more players 
start to idolize and find favorite 
streamers. Enter Tyler Blevins. 

Tyler Blevins, known as “Nin- 


ja” to those inside and outside of 


the gaming community took the 
gaming community by storm, 
streaming a variety of games 
such as PlayerUnknown’s Battle- 
grounds, Blackout and started his 
gaming career by playing com- 
petitive Halo and participating 


in tournaments. However Ninja 
is most popular for playing the 
popular free-to-play game Fort- 
nite Battle Royale, where one 
hundred players are dropped 
onto one huge map to battle and 
survive as “the storm” pins them 
closer and closer together until 
there is only one left standing. 
Ninja has grown a lot of his fol- 
lowers from teens and adults 
who play the popular mainstream 
game because of his ability to 
play at a high level and entertain 
his viewers, and his popularity 
has reached the Northern Essex 
campus. 

Student Christopher Moli- 
nari, a gamer at NECC who likes 


Nintendo games like the Super 
Mario series and Splatoon, said 
that he actually loves Fortnite, 
and that “Fortnite is interesting 
when you see streamers play, 
they do different things, I don’t 
particularly play to win but I do 
like to goof around and scream 
out battle cries because it’s fun”. 
There are people who like to play 
competitively on campus too, 
which with the growing popu- 
lation of students who play and 
the growing acceptance of video 
games becoming mainstream, the 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege announced in November that 
a competitive Esports team will 
be formed this year. Mike Dono- 


van said of the upcoming Esports 
team “It’s really funny but really 
cool at the same time... maybe 
you should join it Carl (Squatri- 
to), I know you like to play com- 
petitively and you’ ll have a good 
time destroying kids on Fortnite” 
Mike finds it hilarious that I can 
be a lot better at video games 
than other people, but as he may 
know we have an Esports team 
now so there is definitely an in- 
terest filled with people who love 
to watch people destroying other 
gamers in video games, thanks to 
streamers that give these video 
gamers something to idolize, or 
a template to follow. 
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Best Buddies recruitment 


Best Buddies rogram needs more students to participate 


By SARAH REGAN-KELLEY 


News Editor 

Optimism poured into the 
room as ideas were bouncing off 
the walls. A group of dedicated 
students and faculty met Mon- 
day Feb. 4 in SC 106 to discuss 
the next steps of bringing a Best 
Buddies chapter to Northern 
Essex. Although some students 
have signed up to be a part of 
the chapter, more slots need to 
be filled for the program to stay. 

It is recruitment time for the 
group and they are determined 
to make the program work out. 
“We need at least 10 students to 
sign up so we can move forward 
with the program,” Noreen Fan- 
tasia, the Program Assistant in 
the Career Center, said with a 
little worry in her voice. There 
are plenty of Buddies signed 
up for the program, but there 
needs to be more Peer Buddies 
(NECC students). 

The Transition Opportunities 
Program (TOP) and the Macy 
Program has successfully inte- 
grated students with disabilities 
into Northern Essex. Accord- 

ing to the TOP webpage, it is 
a program that is in collabora- 
tion with Andover and North 


over oe Schools. They 
help students transition from 
high school to college and jobs. 
The site states that “An integral 
part of the program is partici- 
pation in activities and courses 
on the campus of Northern Es- 
sex Community College where 
students have the opportunity to 
integrate into a college campus. 
Students are able to access the 
sports and fitness center, library, 
book store and campus activi- 
ties.” Deborah Regan, the As- 
sociate Director of the Learning 
Accommodations Center, point- 
ed out that “we already have a 
population for the Buddies. We 
are very fortunate to have that 
on campus.” 

Best Buddies is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to cre- 
ating bridges and friendships 
between people with disabilities 
and people without. They create 
opportunities and environments 
where friendships can devel- 
op and grow in schools across 
America. According to the 
Best Buddies website, it is the 
“largest organization dedicated 
to ending the social, physical, 
and economic isolation of 200 
million people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities.” 


They have even teamed up with 
Tom Brady and Julian Edelman 
to create events for the Best 
Buddies participants and to help 
raise money for the program. 

Being a Peer Buddy means 
that you would be paired with a 
Buddy that has similar interests 
as you do. You would be in con- 
tact with them at least 3 times 
a month. These contacts can be 
over the phone or in person. The 
chapter will set up events that 
the buddy pairs can attend. 

There are 25 colleges in 
Massachusetts that have a Best 
Buddies chapter currently run- 
ning. If Northern Essex starts 
its own chapter, it will be the 
first community college in 
Massachusetts to have a Best 
Buddies chapter. This is a great 
opportunity for the school and 
its students to be a part of. The 
dedicated team that is trying to 
bring the program to Northern 
Essex are facing the challenges 
head on. If you are interested 
in learning more about how you 
can be involved in the program, 
please email Lucas Unger at 
00305347@student.nece.edu 
or Deborah Regan at dregan@ 
nece.mass.edu. 


BEST BUDDIES 


Goverment shutdown spares NECC 


Many in the surrounding communities were affected, students say 


By Jonas RuZEK 
Correspondent 


“We were a bit lucky,” says 


Alexis Fishbone, the Director of 


Financial Aid at Northern Essex 
Community College (N.E.C.C.) , 
regarding the recent federal gov- 
ernment shutdown. 

According to Fishbone, 
N.E.C.C. suffered no financial 
damage as a result of the now- 
over 35-day shutdown that began 
last December. The shutdown 
began because U.S. President 
Donald Trump refused to sign 
any congressional funding bill 
that did not include money for his 
proposed southern border barrier. 
The shutdown did not spare all 
members of the Northern Essex 
community. According to recent 
research, many in the communi- 
ty suffered financially (and may 
still continue to suffer) due to the 
shutdown. 

The luck of the college and 
its students was still fantastic 
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news to Fishbone, however, as, 
according to her, all students re- 
ceiving financial aid received all 
the money there were supposed 
to, and federal subsidies from the 
U.S. Department of Education 
were unaffected by the shutdown. 

“No student was adversely im- 
pacted in terms of receiving their 
funds,” said Fishbone. And even 
though the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice (the I.R.S.), the government 
agency that is an essential part 
of distributing financial aid, was 
closed, “(the college) notified 
all of the students who applied 
for aid for the spring semester of 
all the alternative documentation 
that they could submit to the of- 
fice so that we could ... get them 
awarded,” said Fishbone. 

But while N.E.C.C. experi- 
enced only minor difficulties as a 
result of the shutdown, the same 
cannot be said for the rest of the 
surrounding community. 


About 22% of the 91 respon- 
dents of a random selection-based 


poll conducted from February 


4 to February 5 at N.E.C.C.’s 
Haverhill campus said that some- 
one they knew was negatively af- 


fected by the shutdown. 


Other parts of the community 


felt a similar effect. 

Sierra Gitlin, a Newburyp- 
ort political activist and former 
N.E.C.C. student, has provided 
an account of how the shutdown 
impacted Newburyport. 

According to Gitlin, New- 
buryport is widely recognized as 
the birthplace of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and is home to one of the 
Coast Guard’s major stations. 

Gitlin said, “They (the Coast 
Guard) were not getting paid, 
and ... a lot of local businesses 
were offering them discounted or 
free meals, services, and access, 
and | think that was really great. 
A few local organizations were 


taking up collections, collecting 
gift cards for supermarkets, and 
Target, and Walmart, places like 
that, so that people could make 
sure they had their essentials.” 

Gitlin also added that she was 
proud of the community for the 
help it offered, but also sad at 
how charity work had to be taken 
up to pay a branch of the military 
charged with keeping the country 
safe, a responsibility she stated 
was “a huge deal.” 

The shutdown ended on Jan- 
uary 25, according to The New 
York Times’s reporting, after 
President Trump signed a bill to 
reopen the federal government 
until February 15: the deadline 
by which a bipartisan funding 
resolution from Congress must 
be signed into law by Trump or, 
if Trump were to veto such a bill, 
passed by a supermajority in both 
chambers of Congress post-ve- 
to. If one of these scenarios does 


This paper is your voice, too! 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027. 


not happen by the 15th the gov- 
ernment will shut down again, 
potentially plunging hundreds 
of thousands into even more tur- 
moil. 

But such a reality is consid- 
ered unlikely by both Fishbone 
and Gitlin. Both expressed faith 
that a compromise would be 
reached by federal legislators by 
February 15, and that there would 
not be another shutdown. 

And if another shutdown were 
to occur, Fishbone has a message 
of assurance for all members of 
the Northern Essex community: 
“Should a student feel the need 
to come to us because of their 
situation and because of the shut- 
down, they should feel comfort- 
able enough ... We’re here to 
truly support all of the students, 
whether there’s a shutdown or no 
shutdown.” 
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Intern shares experiences 


Medical assisting student got hands-on training 


By Japa RYAN 

Correspondent 

NECC has many great op- 
portunities, especially for in- 
ternships. 

One program that is grow- 
ing is the Health Care Pro- 
gram. NECC student Esteph- 
any Guillen recently spoke 
about the opportunity she was 
able to have during her intern- 
ship. 

Guillen got an internship 
as a medical assistant at an 
OBGYN office. Before she 
was able to get into this pro- 
gram she had to take classes 
in order to get her trained for 
the role she was about to jump 
into. They needed a certain 
amount of training. 

Before Guillen was able to 
get into the program she had to 
take classes like human biolo- 
gy, medical terminology, intro 
to medical assisting, medical 
assisting | and 2, clinic lab pro- 
cedures, medical office admin- 
istration and medical assistant 
practice. She had to learn the 
skills necessary. She explained 
to me how her classes got test- 
ed, the class practiced on each 


other by completing tasks such - 


as, taking vital signs and just 
overall treating their assigned 
classmate as a patient. If they 
passed these tests they were 
all sent to different practices 
to do their internships. Esteph- 
any stated “these classes real- 
ly helped get the knowledge 
and experience needed before 
walking into an office. The 
clinic labs are what helped me 
the most because it’s exactly 
what you do when you get to 
finally do an internship.” 

These classes helped Guil- 
len gain the knowledge in 
all bases needed, they got to 
practice on classmates, which 
is great the school enables stu- 
dents to do that because a lot of 
people in our generation work 
better hands on! 

She got to learn the techni- 
cal stuff by studying the termi- 
nology and the administration 
and practice parts before she 
got to do it on real patients. 
Guillen explains how “differ- 
ent it is to study on real pa- 
tients because everything you 
have been learning and study- 
ing finally falls together. 

It all starts to click when 


you're starting to work with 
real patients, you begin seeing 
how the textbook falls togeth- 
er with your hands on work as 
well.” 

Guillen explains this was 
a great experience and some- 
thing she believes everyone 
should have the opportunity to 
do because she didn’t realize 
how much knowledge would 
be behind all the hard work she 
has put in and it is great to hear 
her story and to hear how much 
she has grown into her study. 

Guillen’s internship is now 
over and she was recently 
hired to be a full time medical 
assistant at the office she began 
her internship at. 

It is actually funny because 
in the beginning she did not 
want to do an internship at an 
OGBYN it was not her pre- 
ferred practice. 

She has started to love the 
study and is excited for her 
great opportunity and job 
NECC has helped her receive 
and cannot wait for her next 
journey! 
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Anime Club offers unique 
hangout 
The NECC anime club offeres a place 
to relax, have fun and explore different 
genres and styles of anime 


By Davip GREENE 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex’s Anime 
Club gathers for their seventh 
straight semester of games, 
fellowship, music, and of 
course, anime. Running from 
2:30 to 3:30 every Tuesday in 
room E350, students join to 
take part in a half hour game 
session, followed by the view- 
ing of a weekly anime episode. 
Games can vary from trivia, 
guess the song, Pictionary, or 
charades. Each week the first 
episode of a different show is 
shown with the goal in mind 
of introducing club members 
to as many different genres or 
styles of anime. The range of 
anime showcased is palatable, 
including new and old anime, 
comedies, thriller, mystery, 
parodies, action, dramatic, or a 
mix of all the above. 

This melting pot of style 
is something that club presi- 
dent Jason Almanzar, a senior 
majoring in criminal justice, 
looks to capture with the club’s 
activities. Almanzar calls an- 


ime “a growing culture of its 
own people” where fans can 
explore new things through 
one another and wants to re- 
flect this in games and shows 
that can appeal to the die hard 
or casual fan. 

This atmosphere has_at- 
tracted students like Liberal 
Arts major Maire Hughes, who 
has become a regular at the 
club since starting at Northern 
Essex in September of 2018. 
Hughes says she keeps coming 
back both to learn about other 
anime and to hang out with 
members of the club. 

Club coordinator Jiay Shi- 
da, a computer science major, 
aims to maintain the friendly 
atmosphere students stay for. 
Shida thinks it’s important to 
have a relaxing and casual en- 
vironment for people with sim- 
ilar hobbies to spend time and 
get to know one another. Over- 
seeing creation and running 
the games each week, Shida 
says he loves to see students 
laugh or joke with one another 
over friendly competition, and 
that the anime club is the per- 
fect place for that, in his eyes. 


Quinnipiac 


UNIVERSITY 


_ WE SEE MORE THAN A STUDENT 
WE SEE A FUTURE LEADER 


At Quinnipiac, everything we do is laser-focused on the future. It’s why we 
combine market-driven knowledge with practical applications. It's why we 
integrate world-sized learning opportunities with classrooms and facilities 
that are custom fit for today’s work environments. And, with an accessible and 
engaged faculty, our graduates are prepared for 2Ist-century careers because 
they are always a step ahead. 


READY FOR MORE? 
2019 Open House 
Sunday, March 3 


Transfer Information Sessions 
Thursday, March 14 | Wednesday, March 20 


| Register or schedule a visit: qu.edu/Vvisit 


| Apply: qu.edu/transfer 
Email: cransfer@qu.edu 


NECC music program 


Students and faculty weigh in 


By ANDREW VENDITTI 
Correspondent 

NECC’s unique music program and 
enthusiastic professors are helping stu- 
dents gain experience in a quickly chang- 
ing field of study. 

Recent additions to the music 
program as well as transfer agreements 
with local four-year schools make the 
music major here appealing, but some 
students say they are unimpressed with 
the quality of the equipment. 

“Northern Essex is one of only a hand- 
ful of community colleges in the state to 
offer a music degree, and it’s the best,” 
said Dr. Christina Dietrich. Dietrich has 
a doctorate in music, and has been teach- 
ing piano and music theory lessons since 
1994 at NECC. 

Her experience as a music faculty 
member at Northern Essex, a piano in- 
structor at Wachusett Community Col- 
lege, and co-chair of the piano depart- 
ment at Indian Hill Music School in 
Littleton gives her a unique perspective 
on the music degrees at many of the sur- 
rounding schools. 

According to Dietrich, what’s differ- 
ent about this community college is that 
it has a full music major that’s transfer- 
able to many four year schools like UMa- 
ss Lowell and Westfield State. “I wish 
that more people were aware of the mu- 
sic program here, so that more students 
could take advantage of the high quality 
instruction that we offer,” she said. 

This semester, several new comput- 
ers equipped with audio interfaces and 


studio monitors were added to the music 
room to replace some of the aging re- 
cording technology that was being used 
previously. 

Joe Paquin is a student and multi-in- 
strumentalist, who has taken five music 
courses during his two years at Northern 
Essex. In regards to the quality of his 
classes, Paquin said ,“I could tell that the 
program was kind of struggling, but the 
teachers really care about what they’re 
doing.” Paquin said that the resources 
and equipment at the music students’ 
disposal don’t match the enthusiasm that 
they have for their major. “Most of the 
equipment has seen better days. From an 
educational perspective, there are cer- 
tainly some things left to be desired,” he 
said. 

Music Technology student Troy 
LaBranche has been here for two semes- 
ters. LaBranche has a passion for music, 
so he came to NECC to learn as much as 
he could about it to get ahead in the mu- 
sic industry. “I see the music technology 
certificate as a way to accumulate the 
knowledge and skills that P'll use as an 
audio engineer,” he said. 

Student Chris Pitcher is only in his 
second week of school here, but has 
been playing music for the past 10 years. 
Pitcher loves playing trumpet and want- 
ed to find an affordable way to get a 
degree in music studies. “I feel like the 
administration doesn’t really understand 
what’s necessary for students in our pro- 
gram- we shouldn’t have to fight to get 
our pianos tuned,” he said. 
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Cupid’s Day 
Free movie and dinner for NECC students on Feb. 14 


By DerprRE GRANT 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Single or coupled up? North- 
ern Essex Community College 
is hosting a dinner and movie 
night February 14th. 

Put on by Student Govern- 
ment this event is sure to bring 
people together on this holiday. 
Room 103 in the Tech cen- 
ter will be playing Valentine’s 
Day a romantic comedy for 
this occasion and featuring din- 
ners such as shrimp, steak tips, 
chicken kabobs and a vegan op- 
tion all providing sodas, salad, 
and dessert. 

Students with an ID come 
free, there is a free of $7 for 
non-students, and faculty. 

Dinner seating starts at 4:45 
p.m and the movie will be show- 
ing at 6:30 p.m. 

Vee Smith created this event, 
she is always about giving back 
to the school and making stu- 
dents’ time at NECC more en- 
joyable. 

She was able to advertise this 
event with bulletin board post- 
ing throughout both campuses. 

Aaron Lehner, a member of 
student life did not have much 


BY STEVEN LAMBERT 
CORRESPONDENT 


The Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU) flew into 
theaters over 10 years ago 
and is still beloved through- 
out the world, including 
here at NECC. 

In 2019, there are three 
new films slated to contin- 
ue the series; Captain Mar- 
vel, Avengers: Endgame, 
and Spider-Man: Far From 
Home, all of which are an- 
ticipated amongst NECC 
students and faculty. 

Starting in 2008 with 
Iron Man, the film gained 
the acclaim of critics and 
casual moviegoers alike 
and was a box office hit. 

Since then, the series 
grew to include 20 films 
grossing over $17.5 billion 
worldwide according to 
Box Office Mojo, a wide 
variety of characters, and 
an Academy Award con- 
tender with 2018’s Black 


involvement with this particular 
event but has done past events 
such as the farmers market, wel- 
come week tabling, and STEM 
meet and greet. 

“T think it’s a good way for 
people to celebrate V-day and 
also possibly meet other people 
if they are going alone,” Leh- 
ner said. This event is part of 
student life’s film series which 
takes place once a month each 
semester and with this month 
is Valentine’s Day they thought 
it was a great idea to merge the 
two together. 

Planners hope there will be 
a good amount of students and 
faculty joining for the dinner 
and movie event. 

Events like these are put on 
to appreciate NECC and to get 
students involved with as many 
activities as possible. 

Valentine’s Day is to appre- 
ciate your loved ones, you don’t 
need a date for this particular 
event. President of Student Gov- 
ernment Abby Tannant, she is 
bringing her best friends to cele- 
brate this occasion. “Valentine’s 
day is not just for couples,” 


mentioned Tannant. 

Not only is Student Life put- 
ting on a dinner and movie for 
Valentine’s Day, but Student 
government will also be host- 
ing their yearly Valentines Day 
scholarship fundraiser in order 
to help student scholarships. 

From 10:00 a.m to 2:00 p.m 
treats and prizes will be dis- 
played from $1 to $5. Tannant 
who has been a member of stu- 
dent government for two years 
now has said that being a part 
of student government was the 
best decision of her life, getting 
to be involved with campus life 
and that she has made so many 
friends from it. 

“We will also be having a 
sexy talk expert there to talk to 
students if they have any ques- 
tions.” said Tannant. 

“This gives people a place to 
celebrate Valentine’s day when 
they might disregard it,” said 
student Carl Squatrito. 

Both events will have love 
filled in the air as well as pro- 
moting bonding throughout the 
community. 


Marvelous movies 
NECC%S most anticipated Marvel movies of 2019 


In a recent poll of 28 NECC students, Captain Marvel received 
4 votes, Spider-Man: Farm Home gained 9 votes and Avengers: 
Endgame received 15 votes, making it NECC”s most anticipated 


Panther. 

With a history like that, 
NECC students are eager- 
ly awaiting the release of 
these three films. 

In a recent poll of 28 
NECC students, Captain 
Marvel received 4 votes, 
Spider-Man: Far From 
Home gained 9 votes and 
Avengers: Endgame re- 
ceived 15 votes, making it 
NECC’s most anticipated 
Marvel movie. 

Premiering March 8, is 
Captain Marvel, starring 
Brie Larson and Jude Law. 
Centering on American pi- 
lot Carol Danvers who, ac- 
cording to IMDB, is caught 


Marvel movie. 


between two alien civiliza- 
tions at war with one an- 
other and gains astonishing 
abilities as a defender of the 
galaxy. 

As Marvel’s first fe- 
male led entry in the MCU, 
many are comparing this to 
DC’s 2017 female led film, 
Wonder Woman. “(Captain 
Marvel) is Marvel’s answer 
to Wonder Woman” said 
Lucy Russell, a Liberal Arts 
major. Journalism/ Com- 
munication Professor Amy 
Callahan, while not a huge 
fan of Marvel, is also excit- 
ed to see another powerful 
female superhero portrayed 
on screen. 


April 26 brings Aveng- 
er’s: Endgame, the follow 
up to 2018’s box office hit, 
Avenger’s: Infinity War, in 
which the superhero team, 
the Avengers, must team 
up with their various allies 
to attempt to defeat interga- 
lactic menace, Thanos. 

All their might was no 
match for Thanos who, 
with the power of the Infin- 
ity Gauntlet, merely snaps 
his fingers and causes the 
death of half of all life in 
the universe. 

Endgame picks up af- 
ter these events, which the 
Avengers must pick up 
the pieces in the aftermath 


of the universe changing 
event. While not many de- 
tails are known as of yet, 
the surveyed students are 
clearly looking forward to 
this installment. 

Closing out the three 
films is Spider- Man: Far 
From Home, premiering on 
July 5. As a sequel to 2017’s 
Spider- Man: Homecom- 
ing, the follows teen Pe- 
ter Parker in his continued 
adventures as Spider-Man 
while he continues to bal- 
ance his responsibilities as 
a student and superhero. 

Having a long history 
in comics, film, and televi- 
sion; Spider-Man has gar- 
nered many fans over the 
decades, including Journal- 
ism student Andrew Vendit- 
t. 


“(Spider-Man) is the 
coolest superhero,” said 
Venditti. 
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LGBTQ Holocaust Remembrance 


The Gender & Sexuality Alliance present crucial lost history to NECC 


By AARON LEHNER 
Correspondent 


International Holocaust Re- 
membrance Day was celebrat- 
ed on Sunday, Jan 27 this year, 
commemorating those who lost 
their lives during the Holocaust 
in World War II. 

This year the Gender and Sex- 
uality Alliance club at NECC 
presented their own take on this 
with the LGBTQ Holocaust Re- 
membrance on Wednesday Feb 6. 

The GSA meets every Wednes- 
day from 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in 
room C104. 

“GSA strives to bring accep- 
tance, educate, give support, ad- 
vocate for the queer community 
and its allies regardless of gender 
and sexuality. [It is] a safe and 
progressive space.” says GSA 
President Colby Patrie. Patrie 
has been the president of the club 
for three years, and does many 
of the presentations covering a 
wide variety of LGBTQ subjects. 
This time he covered the histo- 
ry of the LGBTQ community in 
World War IL and how. they faced 
ridicule, prejudice, and imprison- 
ment by the Nazi Party. 

The erasure of LGBTQ culture 
began in Berlin in 1933 where the 
Institute of Sexology, founded by 
Magnus Hirschfeld (1868-1935), 
was attacked by Nazi Youth and 


about 20,000 books and journals 
were destroyed, as well as 5,000 
photos. With the revision of Para- 
graph 175 of the German Crimi- 
nal Code that made homosexual 
encounters between men illegal, 
this made the LGBTQ communi- 
ty extremely vulnerable. 

The persecution of homo- 
sexuals began with the murder 
of Ernst R6hm (1887-1934). He 
was a Close friend to Adolf Hit- 
ler and was openly gay. However 
there were rumors being spread 
about them that they were gay, 
and that Rohm was attempting 
to overthrow Hitler. R6hm was 
described as a “hard macho” gay 
and despised the effeminate gays. 
After he was killed, Hitler used 
RG6hm’s sexuality as justification 
to send homosexuals to concen- 
tration camps. Also because they 
could not reproduce, gay men 
were seen against the plan to cre- 
ate a “master race.” 

Between 1935 and 1945 an es- 
timated 100,000 homosexual men 
were arrested. Between 5,000 and 
15,000 were confined to concen- 
tration camps after about 50,000 
were convicted and sent to pris- 
ons. Homosexuals were identi- 
fied with a pink triangle on their 
uniforms. 

Until 2002, homosexual con- 
centration camp prisoners were 
not recognized as victims; they 
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were put on sex offender lists 
just for their sexual orientation. 
An apology was addressed that 
year by the German government. 
Since then there have been me- 
morials placed around the world 
honoring the homosexuals who 
lost their lives in the Holocaust. 
There have been memoirs and 
plays written by survivors such as 
“Bent” by Martin Sherman. The 
documentary “Paragraph 175” 
shows historian Klaus Miiller in- 
terviewing several survivors of 
the persecution of homosexuals. 

“IT wanted to educate people 
that the Holocaust wasn’t just 
about Jewish people; gays were 
also persecuted even after the 
liberation and not many people 
know that. I didn’t even know 
they were a part of it until a few 
years ago,” says Patrie. 

Throughout the  presenta- 
tion, students reported that when 
learning about the Holocaust in 
high school or before, they were 
not aware that the Nazis also im- 
prisoned people in the LGBTQ 
community. “In sophomore year 
of high school I learned in depth 
about concentration camps, but 
I didn’t know it affected anyone 
[else] besides the Jews.” says 
Kaily Burke, a student and mem- 
ber of GSA. 

So what could this mean about 
the way history and the LGBTQ 


SO eer 


“Every student comes into college 
knowing what the holocaust was, 
and having a general idea that it 
included persecution and genocide 
of Jewish people....but few are 
aware that other groups were in- 
cluded in this genocide, including 


LGBTQ people.” 


- Kristi Arford, Professor of 


pees Ci we 


community have been represent- 
ed? A large part of it could be 
blamed on historical censorship. 
The students at the presentation 
discussed and agreed that the 
education system in the United 
States has actively deterred its 
students from learning about any- 
thing LGBTQ related, its history, 
and figures. The saying, “History 
is written by the winners” here is 
no cliche, as today’s internet un- 
covers the obscure facts that the 
victors tried to erase. Kristi Ar- 
ford, Anthropology Professor and 
GSA Adviser, said that during 
college in the 1990’s was when 
she learned that the LGBTQ com- 
munity were victims in the Holo- 
caust. 

“T think the lack of awareness 
[seen] at the Holocaust presenta- 
tion clearly indicates a need for 
high schools and colleges incor- 
porate these topics into the cur- 
riculum! Every student comes 
into college knowing what the 
Holocaust was, and having a 
general idea that it included per- 
secution and génocide of Jewish 
people....but few are aware that 
other groups were included in 
this genocide, including LGBTQ 
people,” says Arford. 

From speculation of historical 
figures to analyzing documents 
and stories, this topic alone could 
have its own article. Arford says 


that the main trouble with spread- 
ing this information is the lack of 
attendance in these kind of pre- 
sentations. “I think it’s important 
for faculty to encourage students 
to attend these presentations. Of- 
ten requiring students to go and/ 
or offering incentives like bonus 
points is the only way to actual- 
ly get students to attend, unfor- 
tunately. Hopefully we faculty 
can work together to find ways 
to encourage greater attendance 
to these events, or even to incor- 
porate these topics into our cours- 
es!” says Arford. 

The GSA has other events 
planned within the month to 
present more topics within the 
LGBTQ community. Their next 
presentation is about self love. 
Topics such as accepting oneself, 
how to watch out for red flags in 
a relationship, and open discus- 
sion about what people like about 
each other what they would want 
to change will be addressed. 

There will also be a presenta- 


tion about Queer Black History at): .. 


the end of February to celebrate 
Black History Month. 

For more information about 
the GSA and its events, you can 
contact club advisers Kristi Ar- 
ford (karford@necc.mass.edu) 


or Lisette Espinoza (lespinoza@ 
necc.mass.edu). 


Photo by Aaron Lehn 


The opening slide to the presentation, hono 
ing the LGBTQ lives lost in World War Il 


_Photo by thepinktriangle.com _ 
German Concentration camp prisoner markings. The pink 


triangle was used for homosexual prisoners 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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NECC fights food insecurity 


Multiple initiatives hope to help students 


By MarieELLA MENDEZ 


F Edit 
hie eee ssex Commu- 


nity College has taken initia- 
tives this spring semester in 
hopes of reducing “food inse- 
curity” among their students. 

Along with the “monthly mo- 
bile farmers market” which al- 
lows students to get free and fresh 
produce, they also offer “pop-up” 
stations throughout campus that 
will allow students to go and make 
a sandwich whenever they’d like. 

According to an email an- 
nouncement that was sent out on 
February 5, the stations will be 
located in most of the academic 
and advising centers on campus. 

The email also specifies that 
students may request “gluten 
free bread and nut free spread.” 

NECC will also be introducing 
“Smart Meals,” which allows stu- 
dents to receive a “single serving 
deep frozen meal that students 


By Bryce GRANT 
Correspondent 
Lucky’s Pizza and Pasta at 
the Haverhill campus offers a 
wide variety of food and bever- 
age options for students and staff. 
Open Monday through Thurs- 
day from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m., Lucky’s 
is located on the first floor in 
the C Building, room C-111. 
Lucky’s came to NECC in 
August 2018 after a few pre- 
vious companies had __ resi- 
dence of the popular cafe spot. 
The captain of the ship is Melis- 
sa Merrill, who has been the man- 
ager-on-site for 10 years. With her 
co-captain, Joey Hopkins, the two 
Serve students and staff delicious 
foods with a smile everyday 
Merrill enjoys the interactions 
she has with customers, she says 
“I think the students are wonder- 
ful, I truly have no complaints.” 
The atmosphere of Lucky’s is 
quite inviting, with large east fac- 
ing windows that allow beautiful 
morning light to greet each day. 
The space is large and open 
with “foodie” wall decor and 
beautiful succulent plants sprin- 
Kled throughout the room. 
The majority of students are 
on campus during the morn- 
ing hours, so Lucky's break- 
fast menu is quite extensive. 
It is of course the most import- 


can sign out and microwave.” 

Students will be able to go to 
the Welcome Desk in Haverhill’s 
Student Center or in E] Hefni in 
Lawrence and request a meal. 

Many students on campus 
shared their thoughts and opin- 
ions about these initiatives on 
campus and their eating hab- 
its throughout the semester. 

Susan Elias, 20, Graphic 
Design major shared that she 
hasn’t purchased anything from 
the Lucky’s Cafe on campus but 
she probably will in the near fu- 
ture. Elias said, “I haven’t gotten 
around to going because I usual- 
ly have long breaks in between 
classes so I tend to go home and 
eat instead of staying on campus 
and grabbing something here.” 

She also expressed that she 
very rarely brings snacks or 
purchases things from the vend- 
ing machines and “just recent- 


ly found out that the farmers 
market is free here at NECC.” 

Elias was not aware of the new 
initiatives and says, “I think it’s 
great that the school is providing 
these options. There’s probably 
some people who struggle to find a 
meal or goa long time without eat- 
ing due to back to back classes so 
I think many will appreciate this.” 

Samantha Walkowicz, is a 
20 year old Psychology major 
at NECC. She says she’s eat- 
en at the cafe, but doesn’t “eat 
there often” because she’s usual- 
ly not on campus for long. She 
also has never used the vend- 
ing machines and doesn’t bring 
snacks with her. Walkowicz 
says, “ I did not know about and 
have never been to the farm- 
ers market at NECC,” she said. 

Walkowicz was among 
many students who were un- 
aware about the PB&J pop-ups. 


“IT was not aware of the ini- 
tiative for student food inse- 
curity but I think it is great that 
NECC is providing access to 
more food on campus,” she said. 

Soleidi Aragones, 19, is 
a Criminal Justice Major. She 
shared that she’s eaten at Lucky’s 
once and typically buys food at 
the bookstore. Aragones says 
she brings snacks to school 
on a regular basis and uses 
the vending machines often. 

Aragones was also unaware 
of the free farmers markets and 
has never attended one. She 
didn’t know about NECC’s 
food insecurity initiatives and 
says, “I think these are great 
ideas. We as students some- 
times don’t even have time to 
eat, or bring lunch to school, es- 
pecially if we’re on campus.” 

Not only will Northern Es- 
sex be providing more access 


A look into Lucky’s 


Food vendor came to NECC in August 2018 


antmeal ofthe day. Quick breakfast 
snacks include fruit cups, muffins, 
bagels, english muffins, apples, 
protein bars and yogurt cups. 

Egg and cheese sandwich- 
es on bagels and english muf- 
fins are popular items (bacon or 
sausage can be added). Or try 
“The Lucky Breakfast”: scram- 
bled eggs, sausage links, ba- 
con, and home fries (all items 
could be ordered individually). 

The south wall has all refrig- 
erated foods and drinks, with an 
item and price menu hanging 
above. Drink options include ap- 
ple and orange juice, milk and 
chocolate milk, sodas like Coke, 
Sprite, Ginger Ale, and Sunkist, 
and energy drinks like Powerade 
Zero and Monsters. Some of the 
cold food options include gar- 
den and caesar salads, and Italian 
and buffalo chicken sandwiches. 

Lucky’s is open to taking sug- 
gestions from students and staff. 


Business major, Freddy, 
thinks they should carry all 
the flavors of Mt. Dew, “the 


blue one in particular” he says. 

Notice a handwritten “date 
of preparation ” on the packag- 
es of the fresh foods Lucky’s 
offers, this indicates the 
day the items are prepared. 

But no need to worry, these 
refrigerated foods are prepared 
fresh daily, and are. donated to 


The Emmaus House Donation 
Center the next day if they are not 
purchased, according to Hopkins. 

In the middle of the room 
there is a buffet style “grab-and- 
go” hot bar. These hot items in- 
clude french fries, chicken fin- 
gers, hamburgers, pasta dishes, 
pizza by the slice, and “Lucky’s 
Daily Special,” which on a re- 
cent visit was sweet Italian sau- 
sages with peppers and onions. 

Like the refrigerated foods, 
these hot food items are pre- 
pared fresh daily and are donated 
the next day if they are not pur- 
chased., with “date of prepara- 
tion” written on their packaging 
as well. At the end of the hot bar 
is the cash register, with great 
candy and chip selections like 
Fritos, Doritos and Hot Cheetos. 

Many of these hot and cold 
fresh food items are prepared 
off-site by cooks employed. by 
Lucky’s, but Merrill says she 
would actually enjoy more in 
house cooking. She says “If the 
space allows, I'd like to cook on 
site. I prefer itrather than pre-made 
foods.” They have a few applianc- 
es behind the counter to heat and 
toast foods, but larger appliances 
like a flat top grill could allow for 
more foods to be made in house. 

And for the coffee and tea lov- 
ers out there, New England Cof- 
fee distributes their array of hot 


and iced beverages to Lucky’s. 
The entire west wall is dedicated 
to New England Coffee options. 
There’s a hot chocolate machine, 
freshly brewed lemonades and 
fruit punches, an iced coffee sta- 
tion, brewed coffees with exciting 
flavors like French Vanilla, Gin- 
gerbread Cookie, San Francisco 
Dark Roast and Breakfast Blend, 
finishing with an assortment of 
green and black teas at the end. 

Andrew Venditti, journalism 
major, says “I like the San Francis- 
co Dark Roast. I'll get a cup every 
so often, it’s pretty convenient.” 

Communications major Bren- 
nan Cooney, editor-in-chief of the 
NECC Observer, says he prefers 
anything that isn’t decaf. He jokes 
“Ineed an IV drip of coffee so I like 
whatever Lucky’s has to offer.” 

When Lucky’s Pizza and 
Pasta replaced the 
cafe, unfortunately some items 
left with the company, too. 

Human services major, Na- 
talie, misses the pudding that was 
offered. Natalie says “They were 
really good, but once the switch 
happened, they took them away.” 


She'd like to see 
Lucky’s bring them back. 
Merrill says “I’ve seen three 
changes in ownership since 


I started here 10 years ago.” 
Corporate Chef and Nex- 


dine were the two previous 


This paper is your voice, too! 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


former 


to free food, with these station, 
they continue to provide free 
food at meetings and events. 

On February 13, from 12:30 
- 1:30 pm, there will be free piz- 
za at the “Knights, Bites, and 
Insights” meeting on the second 
floor at the student center HUB. 

Northern Essex also emailed 
an announcement on _ Feb- 
ruary 11, that the Lawrence 
YMCA, is open to free access 
for Northern Essex students. 

The YMCA also __ pro- 
vides Food Services. 

According to the email stu- 
dents can stop by the Law- 
rence Campus Express Desk 
in El Hefni or the Student Life 
Office on the Haverhill Cam- 
pus for a YMCA _ Voucher. 

Faculty and staff can obtain 
a Voucher from Patty Bradford 
in Human Resources, located on 
the Haverhill Campus in B-219. 


employers, but something just 
seems right about Lucky’s Piz- 
za and Pasta residing at NECC. 
However, one thing remains a 
constant issue with Lucky’s, stu- 
dents say - their hours of operation. 
Although the majority of stu- 
dents are on campus in the morn- 
ing, many attend night cours- 
es and are at the school well 
into the evening dinner hours. 
Lucky’s is open from 7 a.m. to 
2 p.m., so students who are on 
campus later than 2 p.m. don’t 
have acces to Lucky’s offerings. 
Melinda, Natalie’s PCA, 
would like Lucky’s to adjust 
their hours of operation, as Na- 
talie has classes until 6 p.m. 
Melinda says “We're here 
past 6 p.m. so we have to plan 
accordingly. It makes sense why 
they accommodate the morning 
hours, but we'd like them to stay 
open for students later in the day.” 
Attached to Lucky’s is a large 
dining room with high and low 
tables to accommodate all. Room 
C-109, this break room is per- 
fect to enjoy a meal or as just a 
place to relax in between classes. 
With a television, vend- 

ing machines, books and mag- 
azines, it’s a popular hang out 
spot, with great people watching 
through the large windows, too! 
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NECC grad’s success story 


Exploring Jasmine Chazulle’s struggle and her achievement 


By Diana Garcia 
Correspondent 

From Beauty School and un- 
employment to being in NECC’s 
graduating class of 2014. While 
Jasmin Chazulle is not a recent 
NECC graduate she is still well 
known by many faculty mem- 
bers and possibly some current 
students on campus. If anyone 
remembers any events thrown by 
Student Life and being persuad- 
ed to participate in any wacky 
games by a very energetic and 
loud person, then you have come 
across Jasmin Chazulle or Jazzii 
as some would call her. 

In many ways Chazulle was 
apart of NECC for almost 9 years. 
She started NECC in the Fall of 
2008 and continued to stay even 
after she had already graduated 
in the Spring of 2014. During her 
six years of being an NECC stu- 
dent she majored in Accounting 
and then later decided to change 
her major to Computer Science. 
She also participated in a few 
clubs on campus as well such as; 
P.A.C.E, Student Senate, and she 
was also a work study for Student 
Life. “P.A.C.E helped expand my 
possibility of receiving more edu- 
cation, the Student Senate helped 


ieach me the ways of brown-nos- 
ing and networking and Student 
Life helped me become the wom- 
en I am today” 

Even though after graduating 
from NECC with an associate in 
Computer Science Jasmin later 
went on to receive her bachelor’s 
for General Studies with a con- 
centration in Small Business at 
Southern New Hampshire Uni- 
versity. But Chazulle’s story it 
isn’t as straightforward as one 
may think. While going to school 
part-time Chazulle also became 
a mother to now a 4-year-old 
Benjamynizaak. Unfortunately, 
Chazulle was never able to have 
that one-on-one time at SNHU 
that she wanted but it did howev- 
er create a new challenge for her. 
She took advantage of Southern 
New Hampshire’s online degree 
program and taught herself the 
material every chance she got. 
“Tt took almost 2 years of hard 
work and understanding. When 
my strong suit was being more 
visual instead of teaching myself 
that was the hardest. Looking for 


_ help for a certain subject when 


I didn’t have a car back then to 
travel to campus really took a toll 
but when you put your mind to it 
and really try to understand the 


ACCELERATE YOUR PATH TO DEGREE COMPLETION: 
GET COLLEGE CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING 


CLEP: The College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP) offers you the apportunity to receive college credit for what you 
already know. Earn qualifying scores on select subject examinations and earn transferrable credits. The 90-minute exams 


cast $87.00 along with a $40.00 NECC 
registration fee, Learn more! 


www.necc.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/clepdsst-exams/ 


concept, I felt like Southern New 
Hampshire really knew what they 
were doing.” 

By Spring of 2017 Chazulle 
had graduated Southern New 
Hampshire with her bachelor’s 
and had decided to move even 
one step further and achieve her 
master’s degree at Cambridge 
College for Business Administra- 
tion. While Chazulle is mostly on 
Cambridge College’s Lawrence 
location, working as a Program 
Coordinator for Playworks. Play- 
works is a nonprofit organiza- 
tion that originated in Oakland, 
California to help improve the 
lives and well-being of children 
through play. Chazulle’s main 
responsibility is to organize re- 
cess for the kids by teaching 
them a game and showing them 
how to play safely so they can 
have certain tools for life. “Once 
I got myself into it, it broke me 
in to the fact that they are why I 
wake up in the morning, because 
I know these kids, because I was 
one of them,” she said. 

Chazulle hopes that in her 
advocacy at Playworks that she 
changes the lives of the kids she 
teaches and gives them the hope 
of being something greater than 
their situations or what anyone 


Academic Placement 
Testing Center 


DSST: The DANTES Subject Standardized Test is similar to CLEP. The test cost for OSST is $85.00 along with a $40.00 


NECE registration fee. Learn more! 


www.necc.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/clepdsst-exams/ 


Credit for Prior 
Learning 


else tells them they are: 

One of Chazulle’s current 
projects for Playworks was rais- 
ing money for her junior coaches 
to go to a conference to be rec- 
ognized for what they do in their 
afterschool program that teaches 
kids leadership skills, fun and 
safe games that they can use in 
life, confidence, and how to use 
their words to be more assertive 
and not aggressive. In one after- 
school program that Jasmin hosts 
on Thursdays from 3 to 430 she 
used to have 4 students and af- 
ter some time it became at max 
capacity of 15 because even the 
kids are realizing how Playworks 
is helping them. “I have 15 stu- 
dents under my belt and every 
one of them knows I’m an open 
book, they understand that this is 
who I am. There are no excuses, 
they don’t care so they under- 
stand that if coach is in pain and 
is sick and is still here than so can 
I.” While Chazulle juggles get- 
ting her master’s, being a mom, a 
teacher, and renewing her beauti- 
cian license she still reminds her- 
self of what she truly wants to do 
both personally and professional- 
ly. Her personal goal is to hope- 
fully acquire a master’s in dance 
so.she can educate the youth. She 


would also like to start her own 
nonprofit organization for trou- 
bled youth so she can get the op- 
portunity to show them that they 
can better their life by investing 
in themselves. 

“T want to tell these students 
yes, I was born and raised in 
Lawrence. I grew up in poverty,” 
she says. “I know what it felt like 
to be scared. I know what it is not 
to have food. I know what it is 
not to have good clothes or clean 
clothes. I know what it is not to 
have the brand-new sneakers. I 
know the pain and suffering you 
must feel. Hear the gunshots from 
across the street the inappropriate 
noises at night. Yes, I do know, 
and I was there. But that is not 
an excuse to act that way, it is for 
you to become better and preform 
better in your community, so your 
community could flourish.” 

Towards the end of the in- 
terview Chazulle had some en- 
couraging words for any current 
students at NECC left with her 
till this day from Student Senate, 
“Education leads out ignorance. 
The more education you get the 
more you will understand the 
past, the present and the future.” 


Nominate an 
outstanding graduate 
for commencement 

speaker 


Engineering 
major Malina 
Popa was the 
2018 student 
commence- 


CREDENTIAL EVALUATION: Credential Evaluation is the process of recognizing and equating ta Northern Essex Community 
College courses, learning that has been achieved within a non-collegiate educational pragram of study conducted by quali- 
fied instructors. Credit considerations include: course work and training conducted by the military, business and industry. 
and ather organizations whose primary purpose is not education. The NECC Registration fee is $40.00 and a $50.00 fee 
per credit awarded. Learn more! 

www.necc.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/credit-prior-learning/ credit-credential-evaluation/ 


PORTFOLIO EVALUATIONS: A Learning Portfolio is an instrument used by students to petition to receive college credit. 
This student-prepared document outlines, in depth, the learning gained autside the college classroom and shows the rela- 
tionship to college-level learning. There is a $40.00 evaluation fee and $50 per credit after evaluation. Learn more! 
www.nece.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/credit-prior-learning/credit-portfolio-evaluation/ 


CHALLENGE EXAM: If you feel that your background, education, and experience have given you sufficient knowledge in a 
subject area, you may be eligible to challenge certain courses. Earning course credit through Challenge Examinations is 
equivalent to passing a cumulative, end-of-the-term examination or a series af comparable exams. Challenge Exam fees 
are $50.00 per credit and a $40.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! 
www.necc.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/credit-prior-learning/challenge-exam-overview/ 


MILITARY EVALUATIONS: The Academic Placement & Testing Center evaluates military transcripts and uses the American 
Council on Education (ACE) “Service members Opportunity College Guide" and website, www.militaryguides.acenet.edu, for 
credit recommendations. There is no fee charged for this service. NECC is a military friendly school. Learn more! 
www.necc.mass.edu/engage/ testing-services/credit-prior-learning/military-evaluations/ 


LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TESTING: Measure your knowledge in one of 50 languages. Foreign Language Proficiency test- 
ing is provided for students that would like an exam proctored at NECC fram New York University - NYU or Brigham Young 
University - BYU. Learn mare! 
www.nece.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/praficiency-testing-foreign-languages/ 


ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) EXAMS : The College Board Advanced Placement Program (AP) provides participating high 
schools the opportunity to offer college-level coursework to students in a variety of subject areas. Upon completion of an 
AP course, the high school student may take an AP examination. AP scores range from | to 5 points. AP scores of 3, 4, and 
5 are commonly acceptable as the equivalent of college-level course work Learn more! 
www.nece.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/credit-prior-learning/ 


PATHWAYS TO CREDIT: a seamless path that will enable you to get college credit for some aur most popular noncredit 
courses, and get a head start on that certificate or degree. Learn more! e 
www.necc.mass.edu/noncredit/pathways-to-credit/ 
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One of the highlights of commencement each year 
is the speech by a graduating student who has been 
selected by faculty and staff to represent the class. 

The college is now soliciting nominations for the 2019 
studentcommencementspeakerand anyone interested is in- 
vitedtonominatean outstanding student by Tuesday,April2. 

To be considered students must be graduat- 
ing with a grade point average of 3.5 or above. 

Inaddition to academic success, contributions to the col- 
lege and/or the community in general will be considered. 

To nominate a student, you must submit a let- 
ter to the student speaker selection committee ex- 
plaining why your nominee would be a good can- 
didate for student speaker and a nomination form. 

Nominations can be submitted online or on pa- 
per and details are available on the website 

The information you submit as well as official tran- 
scripts will be considered by a committee of faculty and 
staff who will make recommendations to President Glenn. 

This is a very competitive process so the college 
asks that you please be sure that the materials you pro- 
vide reflect the full scope of the individual you are rec- 
ommending and clearly communicate why this _per- 
son should be selected to represent the class of 2019. 

To lear more about NECC’s’ Com- 
mencement, Visit the website. 

If you have questions, please feel free to con- 
tact Emie Greenslade, Marketing Communications, 
at 978 556-3862 or egreenslade@necc.mass.edu. 
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Glew excelling at next level 


Former Northern Essex star raising profile and catching eyes 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Sports Editor 


Ex-Knight Evan Glew has 
continued the upward trajectory 
of his pitching career. The 22 year 
old southpaw from North Ando- 
ver has done well enough to even 
garner some attention from big 
league scouts. 

None of this seemed remotely 
possible just 5 years ago. That’s 
because, in his fourth year of high 
school, Glew had yet to make 
his high school debut. Grades 
and attendance had made him 
academically ineligible for three 
years running. A switch to night 
school better accommodated his 
academics and the absence of the 
migraines that once plagued him 
allowed for an improvement in 
his attendance. 

Getting on the field proved 
to be the hard part for Glew, as 
evident by his performance in 
his debut season for the North 
Andover Knights. He was a 
strikeout machine from the start 
and only got better as his first 
season progressed, leading the 
North Andover Scarlet Knights to 
state semi-finals.Then a Sth year 
of high school was granted by 
MIAA. 

Once again he dominated, go- 
ing 10-1 with a E.R.A of 1.29 and 
compiling over a 100 strikeouts, 
according to records kept by for- 
mer teammate Maxwell Guertin. 
He seemed to prove that the pre- 


vious year was no fluke and his 
arm was the real deal. 

Still, there were concerns 
about his ability to handle a col- 
lege course load after a turbulent 
academic career in high school. 
No big schools wanted to risk a 
scholarship on someone that had 
only two years of high school ball 
to his name. Some would have 
pouted and pitied themselves. But 
not Glew. He used the rejection 
for fuel. 

In 2016 he enrolled at our fine 
institution, Northern Essex Com- 
munity College. His profile con- 
tinued to grow as he continued to 
pitch with a chip on his shoulder. 
He was electric going 9-1 with a 
ERA of 2.63 and compiling 79 
strikeouts in 72 innings pitched. 
In addition he also recorded 4 
saves while pitching in relief, 
according to the Northern Essex 
Athletics page. He headlined a 
dominant pitching staff for the 
knights as they went all the way 
to the national finals, before suc- 
cumbing to perennial contender 
Texas-Tyler after a valiant battle. 

He continued to excite and 
impress during his second go 
around at Northern Essex. They 
seemed to be heading for anoth- 
er finals appearance before being 
disqualified for a fight that took 
place during the Regional Finals. 
It was a sour note for Glew to end 


his NECC career on, but he was 
ready to move on to the next stage 
of his career. 

In addition to his on the field 
dominance, he had also contin- 
ued his development as an aca- 
demic weapon during his 2 years 
at Northern Essex, so well that 
he not only received an athletic 
scholarship, but also a partial ac- 
ademic one. 

As a Franklin Pierce Raven 
Glew compiled a 5-1 record with 
an E.R.A of 3.33 and 42 strike- 
outs in his first season for the 
Division II powerhouse, per their 
athletic site.He looks to improve 
upon that and show that he be- 
longs at the next level during his 
senior year. 

When pondering his future 
he had had this to say: “Baseball 
is what I love and know best. It 
has opened many doors in life for 
me and I’m very thankful for the 
game. I plan on playing or coach- 
ing for as long as I can.” 

There started to be whispers of 
him getting a shot to make a ca- 
reer out of this game. He always 
knew that he would. The only 
question was: Would it be as a 
player or as a coach? 

It’s starting to look like the 
playing part is going to last some 
time after college. He showed im- 
proved velocity, with his fastball 
starting to touch the low 90s for the 


Evan Glew 


first time consistently. Add in a 
nastily unique 12-7 circle change, 
and it starts to be more believable 
that he has legitimate big league 
stuff. 

He still has long odds to be 
able to pitch for a living. There’s 
no sugarcoating that. He also had 


Photo by Franklin Pierce 


long odds to get to where he is 
now. 

So succeeding even further 
would just be keeping with the 
precedence already set. 


Knights Basketball Schedule 


February 


Wed. 13 at Bunker Hill Community Colege 


Sat. 16 


Tue. 19 MassBay Community College 


Bristol Community College 


6:30 PM 


1:00 PM 


6:00 PM 


P; 
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NECC’s newest additions 


By Oxivia MULLINS 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex Community 
College has officially announced 
the arrival of three new sports 
coming Fall of 2019 (Men’s Soc- 
cer, Women’s Basketball and Es- 
ports) which makes it a total of 
seven different sports for both 
men and women. 

Other sports include men and 
women’s cross country, men and 
women’s track and field, men’s 
baseball, women’s _ softball, 
men’s basketball and men and 
women’s golf. 

So, you could say that the 
athletics program keeps growing 
and growing each year and there 
is the opportunity for students to 
participate in a wide variety of 
sports. 

According to a Athletic De- 
partment flier, ever since 2010, 
the Knights have received 10 
NJCAA (National Junior College 
Athletic Association) Champion- 
ships, two athletes from the track 


and field program have received 
National Championship | titles, 
and the men’s baseball team have 
made six appearances including 
National Runners-up in the 2016 
season. 

But it wouldn’t be possible 
without the athletic program 
team which includes Dan Blair, 
who is the Director of Athletics. 

Blair thinks that keeping the 
athletic program here at Northern 
Essex alive is just as important as 
expanding it. 

Blair also pointed out other 
benefits that student athletes gain 
while competing for the Knights. 
“The athletic program also helps 
student athletes compete at the 
college level before moving on 
to four year schools and even 
competing at the Division | lev- 
el” Blair says. 

Throughout the years, Blair 
has been seeing more improve- 
ments as well as people taking 


Students, staff looking forward to new teams 


the sports here more seriously. 

“NECC athletes don’t just get 
the opportunity to play sports, 
but they improvements in their 
GPA and scholarship money for 
when the transfer to 4 year col- 
leges or universities” Blair says. 
Every coach and member who is 
a part of the NECC athletic pro- 
gram take this very seriously to 
help the athletes in the future. 

If you’re looking to compete 
for the NECC Knights, the door 
is always open to everyone that 
wants to join any team. 

You don’t even need past ex- 
perience in any sports to compete 
for NECC. 

For more information, vis- 
it www.neccknights.com , visit 
the new official Instagram page 
at neccknights, and contact Dan 
Blair at dblair@necc.mass.edu or 
at 978-556-3820. 


FINISH WHAT 


YOU STARTED! - 


Transfer Information Session Dates: 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 


Wednesday, April 24, 2019, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Wednesday, May 22, 2019, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 


588 Longmeadow Street 
Longmeadow, MA 01001 


413.565.1331 


transfer@baypath.edu 


Knights! 
Become part of a team and 


succeed on the field and in 
the classroom. 


Softball 


It is not too late to join the fun. 
The NECC softball team features 


both a fall and spring season. 
Team practices and workouts 
on the Haverhill Campus after 
morning classes. 


This season the Knights will be 
starting the season with a road 


Break! 


trip to New York over Spring 


- 
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World Youth Day an experience for a lifetime 
Finding a sense of family, faith with the pope in Panama 


By THANIA ABREU APOLINAR 
Correspondent 


Thousands upon thousands 
of young people from all over 
the world filled St. John Paul 
II field in Panama on Jan. 27. 

They arrived with enthusi- 
asm and joy in order to experi- 
ence the vigil of World Youth 
Day together with Pope Francis. 

The pope toured the field in 
the popemobile greeting and 
blessing the young pilgrims. 

The celebration began with sev- 
eral testimonies from people such 
as a young Palestinian woman; a 
mother who was recommended to 
abort her daughter who has Down 
Syndrome; and a young man 
who had suffered drug addiction. 

The pope spoke to the 
young people in his own na- 
tive tongue, which is Spanish. 

He explained what life 
proposed by Christ is like. 

When we arrived in Pana- 
ma, it was a great surprise to 
find so many young people 
who came from so many parts 
of the world to meet the Pope. 

We did not expect to find 
so many people in one place, 
looking for the same as us. 

This is how this WYD 
began, with joy and _ hope. 

The big question for this WYD 
event was: what is the reason, that 
makes so many young people, 
coming from all over the world, 
leave their home, their families, 


their comforts to participate in 
an activity of just a few days? 
To answer it, we need 
to understand that WYD 
is a celebration of faith. 
It is a great event, in which 
party and faith are united insep- 
arably and to which the pope in- 
vites young people from all over 
the world, to a specific place. 
The World Youth Day is inter- 
national: young people from 
mo’ than 180 nations arrive. 
ir common goal: to get to 

know each other, share experi- 
ences and celebrate a great party 
before the presence of the Pope. 
After the testimonies, 
Pope Francis addressed a 
speech in which he assured 
the young people that Mary 
is “the ‘influencer’ of God. 
“With few words he encour- 
aged himself to say ‘yes’ and 
to trust in love, to trust in the 
promises of God, who is the 
only force capable of renew- 
ing, of making all things new.” 
During the whole Vigil, 
the first pilgrim image of the 
Virgin of Fatima was _pres- 
ent, who came __ especially 
from Portugal to be at WYD. 
During these days my soul was 
filled with joy and | observed so 
many Panamanians and foreign- 
ers who have decided to make 
Panama their home, which made 
it possible for a small country 
for its territory, which hosted 
without distinguishing foreign- 


Framingham 
State University 


ers and own with the same heart, 
the world could see and under- 
stand it as the great country it is. 

The Mass brought together 
more than half a million people, 
including Panamanian and for- 
eign pilgrims and families who 
traveled to Panama with the only 
one of interest to see the Argen- 
tinean pope, who led a WYD, 
dedicated to Central América 
and which included the presence 
of many leaders of the region. 

During his visit, Francisco 
asked the young people to be- 
come “influencers” and to take 
the gospel everywhere, especially 
using the tools that the technology 
of the 21st Century allows them. 

Some of the phrases that 
marked the WYD: “go out to be 
influencers, as Maria did at the 
time”; “young people are not the 
future they are the present and now 
of God”; “Everything that is loved 
can be saved, everything that is 
embraced can be transformed” 
and “reiterated that young peo- 
ple have to make trouble, but 
with wisdom”, among others. 

The central activity of the 
pope’s visit was held on Sunday 
morning in the Metro Park area, 


an esplanade on the outskirts of 


the city that became the Campo 
San Juan Pablo II and also served 
for thousands of young people 
from around 150 countries, who 
held a vigil that lasted all night. 

WYD became the activity that 
most people have gathered in a 
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single site and also allowed Pana- 
manians to show their ability to or- 
ganize and share with foreigners. 

In this meeting, it was also 
confirmed that Portugal will 
be the next house of the WYD 
to be held in the year 2022 

My trip to WYD culminated 
with an indescribable satisfaction. 
It was the perfect combination be- 
tween feeling part of the Universal 
Church, reaffirming my faith and 
my identity, taking every step we 
take to grow spiritually and under- 
standing that leaving the comfort 
zone is worthwhile because we 
will find such wonderful things 
that not even, we can imagine. 

Now that WYD has come to 
an end, I get much more than I 
thought. I have known God more, 
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Thania Abreau Apolinar attended World Youth Day in Pana- 
ma. 


not only thanks to the time of 
personal reflection and prayer, 
but also in each person I met on 
this trip. That is why it is easi- 
er to build bridges. than walls, 
because no one. can live and be 
happy in complete solitude. And 
nobody can enjoy something like 
WYD if they do not have some- 
one to share it with. So, we can 
say, that we won a family in this 
WYD, a family so big that it ex- 
tends to all parts of the world. 

Editor’s Note: Thania Abreau 
Apolinar is a NECC_ student 
who attended World Youth Day 
in Panama. For a video expe- 
rience of her journey, visit : 
https://youtu.be/do4XMfOSLml1 


